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A history of drinking water 

Most people in the big cities of the 
developed world take the water that 
comes out of their taps for granted. 

The truth is that the origins of 
nowadays piping come from the water 
system, of ancient Rome, which was 
the first big city that needed an 
external water supply as its 
population could no longer rely on 
rivers and groundwater alone. 



The Romans 

The Romans built an intricate system of canals and 
aqueducts for importing water and pipes and distributing 
it all around the city. 

Being able to bring water from far away was important 
because once there is a large population, nearby water 
becomes contaminated.  

Romans also thought that you need water to flush away 
waste, which led them to create the first sewers. 





Industrial Revolution 

The advances in technology that ultimately 
produced safe drinking water in the cities of the 
modern world accompanied the Industrial 
Revolution in Europe.  

Engines allowed them to pressurise the water 
and deliver water not just to the town but into 
buildings. 



Most important water drives in Spain 

Aqueduct of Segovia. 

The exact origins of the aqueduct are unknown, 
although it is thought to date back to the 
1st century. Romans built it as a way of bringing 
water from the mountains to the hilltop 
settlement of Segovia. 

The aqueduct has been restored and rebuilt 
throughout the centuries and it continued to 
supply water to the city until the 20th century. 



Aqueduct of Segovia 



Aqueduct of Segovia 



Other aqueducts in Spain 

Los Milagros - Mérida Peña Cortada - Valencia 

Los Arcos - Teruel Les Ferreres - Tarragona 

There are at 
least 23 
aqueducts still 
preserved in 
Spain. These 
are some of 
them. 
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Source: https://www.emalcsa.es/index.php/es/nodo/id/87 

https://www.emalcsa.es/index.php/es/nodo/id/87


WATER RESERVOIR 
 
 
 
 
https://www.embalses.net/pantano-
1235-cecebre.html 

WATER USAGES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PURIFICATION 
 
1. Decantation 
2. Filtration 
3. Chlorination 

 
https://www.emalcsa.es/index.php/es/no
do/id/490 

WATER TREATMENT PLANT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://edarbens.es/ 

DISTRIBUTION 
 
Network  
of pipes  
over 550  
km long. 

 
 

Source: https://www.emalcsa.es/index.php/es/nodo/id/87 
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