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Water Transport
Water transport is the process of moving people,
goods, etc. by barge, boat, ship or sailboat over a
sea, ocean, lake, canal, river, etc.

Water transport in the past




Since time immemorial, people of different
countries of the world have been using
waterways for trade and travel.
The Egyptians, Romans, Greeks, French,
British and Portugese used sailing ships for
trade. Between the 15th and the 16th centuries
the sailing vessels helped people in the
discovery of new islands.

Inland Waterway Transport
In Spain, there are
only purely anecdotal
uses of the inland
waterways, sections
of rivers or small
lakes where there is
activity connected to
local tourism and
estuary traffic, which
is mainly for local
supplies and tourists
travelling within the
port areas.

Sea Ports
Spain is the country with the largest length of
coastline in the European Union: 8,000km.
53 ports are distributed along its shores, with a
frequency of 1 port for every 150 km of coast. More
than 20 million people use the Spanish port
facilities for travel, and more than 50% of exports
and almost 80% of imports are conducted by way
of the sea, as well as around 15% of domestic
commerce flow.

Sea Ports
In total 28 port authorities exist. Furthermore,
there is a network of ports managed directly by
their respective Autonomous Regions, which are
not ports “of general interest”, but which in 2003
moved almost 12 million tonnes, with more than
70% of solid bulk (here concessions for the
cement and salt trade predominate) and 15% of
general freight (tissue and paper products,
foodstuffs etc).

Spanish Port Authorities

Seaport of A Coruña




The Port Authority of A Coruña manages and controls
the correct operation of two port zones. The inner port of
the City Council of A Coruña, and the new facilities in the
outer port, located in the neighbouring council of Arteixo.
Both ports form a part of a port system considered to be
of general interest for the country of Spain as a whole,
with a privileged geographical situation located on the
main international maritime routes between the north of
Europe, the Mediterranean and Africa, and between
Western Europe and the Americas.

Sectors of activity in the Port of A
Coruña




Bulk liquid traffic accounts for around 56% of the
port's traffic (the port of A Coruña is specialised in
the movement of hydrocarbon vessels). Every
year, the port of A Coruña moves between 6 and 8
million tonnes of crude oil and derivatives, bound
for the city's Repsol Refinery.
The most important bulk solid transported to the
inner port of A Coruña are agri-food products,
followed by coal and coke, cement, aluminium
oxide and quartz. These account for around 33% of
the total volume of traffic.

Sectors of activity in the Port of A
Coruña






General goods account for around 10% of the
total port traffic. The most important types of traffic
in this sector are steel, wood and boards, wind
generators and glass.
For containerised goods, the port has a container
terminal, with an available surface area of 30,000
m².
Fishing is one of the key activities of the Port of A
Coruña and one of the main economic driving
forces of the city. At the forefront of this sector in
Spain, moving an average of 40,000 tonnes per
year of fresh fish and shellfish, it produces a
turnover of around 100 million euros per year from
first sales, and some 10,000 jobs.

Sectors of activity
in the Port of A Coruña


A Coruña, Cruise Destination.

Cruise liner traffic has increased significantly in recent
years, both in terms of the number of stopovers and
the number of passengers. The Transatlantic Quay,
exclusively dedicated to cruise liners, together with
the commercial quays when necessary, have dealt
with as many as six cruise liners at a time. The
passenger terminal, which opened in 2011, allows
operators
to
carry
out
embarkation
and
disembarkation procedures, as well as the usual
transit stops.
Click here to see the video

Sectors of activity in the Port of A
Coruña


More than 1,700 moorings are available for
leisure vessels.

A Timeline of
Ships, Boats and
Yachts
Timeline: https://www.timetoast.com/timelines/the-history-of-the-boats

A Timeline of Ships, Boats and Yachts
Ships and boats are two of the oldest types of
transportation and were first built thousands of years
ago.
Not only have ships and boats been used for
transportation throughout history, they have been
used for a number of other reasons including to
transport cargo, fishing, as a type of defense from
armed forces, sports, leisure, and relaxation.
Today, ships, boats, and yachts are built using
advanced technology and materials, differing greatly
from those that have been used throughout history.

•

4000 BC - The ancient Egyptians
used reeds to build what are thought
to be the first sailing boats in the
world. The reed boats had sails and
a mast and were used on the Nile
River.

•

2500 BC - Around this time, the
ancient Egyptians began to build
wooden boats that were able to
withstand sailing across oceans.

•

1550 BC - Around this time until
about 300 BC, the Phoenicians of
the ancient Canaan civilization (the
area that is now Syria and Lebanon),
used something called a galley. The
galley was a sailing vessel that was
powered by man and was used to
both fight and trade with neighbors.

•

1000 AD - The Vikings started to
build longboats. These were larger
ships that had sails and up to sixty
men whose job it was to row the
ship. The boats were large but
were narrow and long, allowed
them to travel along rivers as well
as the open sea.

•

1100 AD - The Chinese began to
use boats that they called junks.
Junks were boats that featured a
rudder for steering in addition to
watertight
compartments
and
battens located on the sails that
served to make them much
stronger. The Chinese junks were
used as transport and fighting
ships, and were in use long before
western ships that included such
features.

•

1450 - Starting around 1450 and
for several centuries, wooden
ships with three or four masts
were in use by several different
countries. These masted sailing
ships were used as trade
vessels,
by
explorers,
to
transport
cargo,
and
as
battleships.

•

1660 - Charles II of England
chose to use a yacht to carry him
to the Netherlands from England
for his restoration. Previously,
yachts had been used by the
Dutch navy. After Charles II used
a yacht, they became vessels
that were known to transport
important persons.

•

1800s - Clipper ships were built in the 1800s
and were fast sailing ships, that featured tall
masts, and slim, long hulls.

•

1818 - The Black Ball Line was a shipping
company that began offering passenger
service from the United States to England.

•

1819 - The first ships that were built using
steam power began to cross the Atlantic
Ocean. Steamships used a combination of wind
and steam power to move.

•

1845 - It was in the mid-1800s that the first
ocean liners built from iron began to appear.
The ocean going liners were also driven by a
propeller instead of sails like many earlier ships.

•

1880 - River boats that were driven by steam
were called stern wheelers. Other similar
boats featured paddle wheels on each side and
were called paddle steamers. Paddle
steamers were mainly used for transport on
rivers.

• 1910 - Ships that were previously powered by
burning coal started to be converted to diesel
power, and started to use oil as opposed to
steam.
• 1955 - Hovercraft boats were created by a man
named Christopher Cockerell. The boats were
designed to float on cushions of air and the
engine was designed to blow air into these
cushions providing both propulsion and lift.

• 1980 - In the 1980s, container ships began to
be more widely used to transport cargo. The
ship was designed to carry the containers
stacked on the deck. Modern cargo ships can
normally hold up to one thousand containers at a
time.
• 1990 - The 1990s saw the rise of passenger
cruise ships that were used to take people on
holidays.
Cruise
ships
featured
shops,
restaurants, and other types of recreation.

References


https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/ev
asltrat_tran/spain.pdf



http://www.puertocoruna.com/en/index.html



https://www.britannica.com/technology/ship/History-of-ships



https://www.hmy.com/a-timeline-of-ships-boats-and-yachts

C/. Baltasar Pardal VIdal, 1
15001 A CORUÑA
Telfs.: 981 201 785 / 981 222 542
Fax: 981 212 731
www.lagrandeobradeatocha.com

Thanks!
CPR Plurilingüe La Grande Obra de Atocha
A Coruña - SPAIN

