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Main Watersheds 
 Watersheds are areas where all the rivers flow into the 

same sea. Spain has three main watersheds: 

 The Cantabrian watershed has short, fast-flowing rivers. Their 
flow is abundant and regular: the Nervion, the Saja, the Navia and 
the Nalon. 

 The Mediterranean watershed occupies about one third of Spain. 
The rivers are short and their flow is irregular, with the exception 
of the Ebro. They sometimes overflow when it rains a lot. They are 
sometimes dry in the summer: the Ebro, the Jucar and the Segura. 

 The Atlantic watershed covers more than half of Spain. The flow 
of the rivers is abundant and regular: the Miño, the Duero, the 
Tajo, the Guadiana and the Guadalquivir. The Tajo is the longest 
river in Spain. 
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Garona river is born in Spain but have most of its way into France. 

Genil river is a tributary (affluent) that flows into a larger stream, which is Guadalquivir. 





  

 Of the eight largest rivers in Spain, four are 
international (Miño, Duero, Tajo and Guadiana, 
shared with Portugal), and the rest, Ebro, 
Guadalquivir, Júcar and Segura are entirely 
Spanish. 

 The River Tajo, also known as the Tagus, is the 
longest river of the Iberian Peninsula. It starts from 
the mountains east of Madrid and passes Teruel 
and Toledo in central Spain, before crossing the 
Spanish-Portuguese border and flowing out into 
the sea at Lisbon. It has many dams and reservoirs 
which are used to create hydroelectricity to power 
the country. 
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 The River Ebro, although not quite the longest, is 
the most voluminous river in Spain. It is also the 
longest river to run its entire course in mainland 
Spain, starting at Cantabria and flowing down to 
the Mediterranean sea at Tarragona. Here the Ebro 
Delta is found, covering 320 km². It is one of 
Europe´s greatest wetlands and is used for the 
cultivation of citrus fruits, vegetables, and most 
importantly, rice. The Ebro also has a significan 
history, as it was once the boundary between the 
Roman territory that was north of it and the 
Carthaginian territory to the south. 

Main Watercourses 



  

 The River Duero feeds an agricultural area, the 
Ribera del Duero, which is famous for its award 
winning red wines. The river flows from 
northern-central Spain, through to Portugal.  

 Guadiana flows east to west through Spain and 
south through Portugal, then forms the Spanish-
Portuguese border; it flows into the Gulf of 
Cádiz, part of the Atlantic Ocean, between 
Portugal and Spain, in the two highly touristic 
regions of the Algarve and the sea-side of 
Andalusia. 
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 The Guadalquivir is one of Spain´s famous rivers 

as is provides water for a very fertile valley of 

Andalusia, creating rich agricultural land. The 

name Guadalquivir comes from the Arabic Al-Wadi 

Al-Kabir meaning “the great river” and it passes 

through both Seville and Cordoba. It is also 

possible for boats to navigate their way through 

some of the inland parts of the Guadalquivir, 

making Seville the only inland port in Spain. The 

river also feeds the national park of Coto Doñana, 

which is an important migration spot for birds. 
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 The Miño is the longest river 
in Galicia. The source of the 
Miño lies about 50 km north 
of Lugo in Galicia. The river 
passes just south of the 
walls of this old Roman city 
and flows south through 
canyons until the valley 
widens north of Ourense. In 
its length it has the following 
reservoirs: Belesar, Peares, 
Velle Castrelo and Frieira. 
Twenty kilometers north of 
Ourense, the Miño receives 
the waters of its main 
tributary, the river Sil.  

Main Watercourse in Galicia 



 Passing Ourense, the river flows in a southwest 
direction until reaching the Portuguese border near 
Melgaço. The Portuguese Miño divides the two 
countries for about 80 km. The valley is a lush, 
green agricultural area where every square metre 
of land is used to produce corn, potatoes, 
cabbage, or just grass, depending on the time of 
year. 
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 A curious story about the flag 
of Galicia is that some say that 
the blue band might represent 
the Miño passing through the 
region from North to South. 
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